























come next Tuesday . . . that is if | can get in the
cinema.

Letters were good (and interesting) and very
nicely pointed up by the accompanying fillos.

Returning to STAR WARS - on scanning the re-
view I fancy that its success (at the box office and
bank account) will very soon be reflected in further
epic sf films from other companies. I rather suspect
that we might even see an attempt to emulate the
Bond films (i.e. snap up all one author’s space opera
yarns and bring them to the screen) and if that
happens, what possible other choice is there for a
character to rival Bond than Kinnison and the
Lensman saga -- it wouldn't take much alteration to
put Kinnison in the number one spot in each film.
Care to bet??

As to pop music . . . well, you puts in you maga-
zine just what you fancy . . . but I have no inclina-
tion to read about the latest single from THE LEAD
FOOTED, EAR PIERCING STOMPERS. It may
be terrific, but I'm just not interested in that line
(sorry). Now the piece on artwork was right up my
street. That's the stuff to give we old fogeys. Which
just shows that you can’t please all the people all
the time (so why sweat about trying? ).

Again, good marks for the reviews . . . a bit dated
by the time of arrival here, but enjoyed nevertheless.
People tend to think that only one type of person is
interested in a review (i.e., a prospective buyer) but
it ain’t so. A would-be buyer IS certainly interested
in what is available (and this your reviewers do
admirably) but, also, people who have READ the
book (bought or borrowed) often like to see how
their opinion stacks up against the reviewers’. . .
does he back up their good judgement? oris hea
stupid idiot and pans what they know is a rattling
good book? So keep 'em coming.

Allin all, a darned good magazine -- so more
power to your elbow. Might I suggest you get a UK
agent though. People prefer to use handy cash,
mailed intemally, rather than argue over money
orders or suchlike to be mailed overseas. It might in-
crease your overseas sub rate at a bound.

**Many thanks for writing Terry and sending the
illos, some of which should appear in this issue. I've
liked your work for some time and, now that
Noumenon is out of the neo league (I hope), I'm
sending it further afield (and hoping for contri-
butions).

Far be it for me to argue, but the Rock and
occasional Jazz music mentiored in Noumenon
is a far cry from the “Pop’ to which you refer
{who says? Says me, that's who ). Rock contains
some of the most interesting music (of all types)
being produced today, far more inventive than
much classical music, as wide-ranging and skilled
as much Jazz, and light years ahead of mindless
Pop. [End of station break We'll return you to
‘real’ sf shortly.] **

Colin Lester

Pierrot Publishing Limited

17 Oakley Road,

London N.1.

ENGLAND (2 February 1978)

Many thanks for a consistently-high-standard
Noumenon 19. Keep it going. A few brief notes;
Page 4, Curious Covers: yes, Macdonald & Janes
are linked with Futura, who paperback M&J’s h/c
efforts. But see Algol 30 for more general comment:
and resale by publishers of used cover artwork.
Page 5, letter from Elizabeth Duke: 2 encyclo-»







Joe Haldeman's MINDBRIDGE was read here,

but was found rather unsatisfying and unenlightening.

It seemed a sort of tour-de-force on the uses of
arbitrary assumptions. The space teleport system in
it has contradictory, empirical properties. There’s
an alien beast with obscure powers and origins, plus
two alien races acting in incomprehensible fashion.
The hera is granted unique powers to communicate
with one of these races . . . there is no cause-and-
effect between any of them.

Haldeman may be parodying some sf conventions
(unexplained transport methods, unusual races,
psi capabilities-- he even respectfully mentions
Kirlian fields). I suspect he is not taking himself
altogether seriously.

**#[ think there have been attempts to put together
“a glossary and history”’ of fannish terms. I'll see
what I can track down and whether such can be
made available to NZ fen. **

Michael Newbery (6 February 1978)

Noumenon 19 was a pleasure to receive, as always.
One point, in your panel at the front, shouldn’t

it read “Overseas Agents’, not *‘Overseas AGents™?
(pedants of the world, unite!) Isn't it nice to know
that most criticisms of Noumenon recently have

to do with minor typos like that?

In answer to your question as to how Chris Foss
sold one piece of artwork twice over - practice
maybe? His artwork for the Panther edition of
TRIPLANETARY was also used for another book
out at the same time (a collection by Zelazny |
think).

If, as Lynne Holdom says, the Lensmen series
is selling so well, might we one day see that on
the silver screen? For once Hollywood could only
improve the dialogue and it is almost the arche-
typal space opera - mind you the special effects
and casting required (Worsel!? Nadreck!!!!?)
would be something else!

In RINGWORLD the chief protagonist is of
course Louis Wu. He has Beowulf Shaeffer’s trip
1o the exploding core of the galaxy described to
him by Nessus. Now, Shaeffer married one Sharrol
Janss but, being an albino, was forbidden to
father children on Earth, which Sharrol could not
leave. So Carlos Wu, a friend of theirs with an un-
limited breeding licence, agreed to provide them
with a family. Question: is Louis Wu Beowulf
Schaeffer's step{grand) son?

**Michael also commented on our various
spellings of his surname (well, it's our glasses, you
see), added some info on STEELEYE SPAN (see
below), and a comment on STAR WARS (see
separate section).

Don Fitch

3908 Frijo

Covina, CA 91722

U.S.A. (8 February 1978) _

It looks like the long-promised (to myself) loc on

..

Noumenon will not be forthcoming in the near
future. There are at least a half-dozen mss. starts
floating around here, but it’s the sort of thing I set
aside to devote proper time and attention to, and
at best that rarely works out. And ‘best’ hardly
describes the cument situation — whatever variety of
’flu it is that’s going around has left me enervated
and even further behind than usual with.warious
pressing tasks, at the same time the illness of my
(87-year-old) mother has resulted in even more
time-consuming housekeeping chores. *Sigh*
Sometimes I almost envy people who are bored
because they have nothing to do . . . but not quite.
I would like to write a letter of comment, how-
ever. Noumenon is, in some ways, a bit sercon for
my taste (though it's well-done serconism, and
quite proper for the only sf fanzine in a country),
but every issue has at least two or three things |
find extremely interesting and enjoyable (Chand-
ler’s jottings, such as ‘Bagless in Beppu’® this issue,
Treadway on sf art, the pieces on sf & Rock, and
especially the few little bits of personal writing
by yourselves) and -- like someone else recently
(Mike Glicksohn?) -- I always feel Guilty when
Noumenon arrives and Irealize that I haven't -
written a loc on the previous issue yet . . . or sent
money for a subscription. The latter, at least can be
rectified here and now . You wouldn’t believe how
complicated it is to get an International Postal
Money Order, and I figure the easiest and perhaps
best way would be to send cash, on the assumption
that you can convert it easily, use it to buy books
or whatever from the US, or (I hope) bring it along
to spend at the WorldCon in Phoenix.

»*I etter and cash much appreciated Don. Yes, I
can always use to buy books and mags from USA ~ ©
fand I bet it’s harder getting money out of NZ .~
than out of America). Nope, we won't be at
Phoenix. But we hope to go to Britain in *79 and
will stop off in the states for a month or so either
coming or going. Might see you then.**

Lynne Holdom

PO Box §

Pomptan Lakes, NJ 07442

USA (4 February 1978)

I hate to say this but I thought INHERIT THE STA!
was overly talky with a bunch of scientists just
explaining things to each other. Sort of, here’s Prof
Gegenschein and his scientific ego scanner where the
prof explained forever and ever. I keep sayingshow,
don’t tell.

This leads me to John Alderson’s remarks: Look,
I read slush for Galaxy while a friend reads for
Amazing and Fantastic and we both met Darrell
Schweitzer who reads for Asimov’s SF Mag. None of
us are technological sf lovers ~ but what if we were?
Believe me, in the slush pile business the most im-
portant is separating the competent from the incom-
petent. (Would you believe a space academy training
angels named Lenny and Marvin who are sent to
destroy Sodom and Gomorrah? ) Ben Bova is very
technologically oriented, but not all editors are. »
















































DEEP SPACE — Edited by Robert Silverberg (Corgi $2.30): Anthology; First British paper 27
edition; Cover art uncredited (Pete Jones). -

CEMETERY WORLD @ A CHOICE OF GODS ® TIME AND AGAIN e TIME IS THE SIMPLEST THING
@ WAY STATION — All by Clifford Simak (all Magnum $2.30/2.15/2.45/2.30/2.25): All reissues; Cover
art by Chris Moare except TIME AND AGAIN by Tony Roberts.

THE CLOCKWORK TRAITOR ® GETAWAY WORLD - E.E. ‘Doc’ Smith & Stephen Goldin (both Panthe
$1.85/1.95): First British editions; Volumes 3 and 4 of the Family d’Alembert series; CT cover art by
Chris Foss; GW cover art by Angus McKie.

AUTHORISED MURDER — lsaac Asimov (Panther $2.45): Mystery; First British paper edition.

Hodder & Stoughton Ltd:

WHO'S WHO IN SCIENCE FICTION - Brian Ash (Sphere $3.25): Non-fiction; Revised paper edition.

ALLFOOL'S DAY ® SEED OF LIGHT — Both by Edmund Cooper (both Coronet $2.40): Reprint/First
British edition; AFD cover art by Chris Foss/SOL cover art uncredited (Chris Moore).

TO RIDE PEGASUS — Anne McCaffrey (Sphere $2.75): Reprint; Cover art by Pete Jones.

TO OPEN THE SKY — Robert Silverberg (Sphere $2.75): Reprint; Cover art uncredited. .

EARTH'S LAST FORTRESS @ TYRANOPOLIS @ THE WINGED MAN — ELF and T by A.E. van Vogt
WM by van Vogt & E. Mayne Hull (all Sphere $2.75): ELF and T are first British paper editions/Wm is a
reprint; ELF cover art by Chris Foss/T cover art by Pete Jones/WM cover art by “PE”.

A MARTIAN ODYSSEY — Stanley Weinbaum (Sphere $3.25): Collection; First British edition; Introduction
by Isaac Asimov; Afterword by Robert Bloch; Cover art uncredited.

THE HUMANOIDS — Jack Williamson (Sphere $2.75): First British edition; Cover art by Chris Foss.

Whalesale Book Distributors:

INTERFACE @ VOLTEFACE ® MULTIFACE — All by Mark Adlard (all Orbit $2.30): New editions; The
three volumes of the Tcity trilogy; Cover art by Pete Jones spans all three volumes when put together.

LIEUT GULLIVER JONES: HIS VACATION - Edwin Lester Arnold (NEL SF Master series $2.95): New
edition; Introduction by Roger Lancelyn Green; Cover art by Petagno.

THE BEST OF BRITISH SF: Volumes One and Two — Edited by Mike Ashley (both Orbit $2.90): Antho-
logies; First editions; Cover art uncredited.

THE CAVE GIRL @ THE LOST CONTINENT — Edgar Rice Burroughs (both Tandem $1.90): Both first
British editions; Both with cover art uncredited.

ASSIGNMENT IN ETERNITY ® THE MOON IS A HARSH MISTRESS - Bath by Robert Heinlein (both
NEL $2.45/3.25): Now editions; Cover art on both by Tim White.

CHILDREN OF DUNE — Frank Herbert (NEL $4.05): First British edition; Cover art by Bruce Pennington.

DEATH CLOUD - Michael Mannion (NEL $2.30): Reprint; Cover art by Tim White.

SOJAN -~ Michael Moorcock (Savoy $2.50): Collection of items by and about Moorcock and his wor
cluding the Sojan tales and items on Elric and Jerry Cornelius; Cover and interior art by Jim Cawthé

THOSE WHO WATCH — Robert Silverberg (NEL $2.45): First British edition; Cover art by Tim White.

TH E :
EPSILLON ERIDANI EXPRESS
The fanzine which takes an irreverent look at science fiction and fandom
(and anything else which might strike the editor's fancy). Book and zine
reviews, weird humour, fiction, articles of deep significance — or often
of no significance at all — for sf readers and fans, insulting letters,
nice letters, artwork, and the most innocuous and humourless editorials
ever published in a fanzine.

* * » * * *

Issue #2 looks at Star Wars (the phenomenon - with pictures, too!), the
1977 Australian National SF Convention, and also features an A. Bertram
Chandler nude centrespread (well, sort of...), plus a short story by the
Albert Vann of Man fame.

* ®
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13/5 Maxim Street,
West Ryde NSW 2114,
AUSTRALIA

* * * *

Subscriptions:
SA4/4 or SUS5/4 by
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